
Personnes Célèbres

Actors / Actresses
Juliette Binoche—appeared in many American films, such as Dan in Real Life, also starred opposite Johnny Depp in Chocolat and has appeared in a large number of French films

Catherine Deneuve—has appeared in over 100 films, including Dancer in the Dark, The Hunger, and did voicework for the animated film Persopolis
Gérard Depardieu—has appeared in nearly 200 movies, including several American romantic-comedies

Marcel Marceau—famous mime

Audrey Tautou—first got known as the title character in the movie Amelie, she's gone on to appear in several French romantic movies and along side Tom Hanks in The Da Vinci Code
Vincent Cassel—mainly makes films in France, he's appeared in several popular American films, including Ocean's 11 and its sequel. He had a turn as the director in the horror film Black Swan
Daniel Auteuil—won the Cesar for best actor in the film Girl on the Bridge
Jean Reno—appeared in a number of blockbuster films, including The Da Vinci Code, and the two remakes of the Pink Panther
Isabelle Huppert—has made a number of French films, among them The Piano Teacher, also appeared as Dustin Hoffman's and Lily Tomlin's rival in I Heart Huckabee's
Fanny Ardant—known for her role in the film Ridicule, among others, and the mom in the music video for Elle me dit
Alain Chabat.—very funny
Romain Duris—known for roles in Heartbreaker and l'Auberge espagnole
Jamel Debbouze—is French-Morrocan actor, was the grocer's assistant in Amelie, most prominent North African-origin actor working in France today
Charlotte Gainsbourg—actress and singer, daughter of French singer Serge Gainsbourg and English actress Jane Birkin, fashion icon, has kids with kids with director Yann Attal

Melanie Laurent—known for her role in Inglourious Basterds
Aissa Maiga—Senegalese / French actress in many movies

Authors
Simone de Beauvoir—author, activist and feminist

Albert Camus— contributed to the rise of the philosophy known as absurdism and known for the novels The Stranger and The Plague
Victor Hugo—Romanticist known for Les Misérables and The Hunchback of Notre-Dame
Jean-Paul Satre-- existentialist known for the play No Exist
Antoine de Saint-Exupéry—known for his novella The Little Prince
Composers
Hector Berlioz—famous for his 'Symphonie Fantastique' and great contributions to the development of modern orchestra

Claude Debussy— music of this composer was widely associated with Impressionism in painting.

Frederic Chopin— composer and pianist of Polish origin, wrote almost solely for the piano

Erik Satie—composer and pianist and was avant-garde in the 20th century

Nadia Boulanger—composer, conductor and teacher of many of the leading musicians of the 20th century

Jean Michel Jarre—composer, performer and music producer, know for outdoor shows with lights, lasers and fireworks
Fashion Designers

Louis Vitton— known for LV monogrammed trunks, leather goods, shoes, watches, jewelry, accessories, sunglasses, and books
Coco Chanel—popularized the acceptance of a sportive, casual chic as the feminine standard in the post-World War I era
Christian Dior—dresses flare out from the waist, giving his models a very curvaceous form that was more voluptuous than the boxy, fabric-conserving shapes of the recent World War II styles
Yves Saint-Laurent—regarded as one of the greatest names in fashion history

Sonia Rykiel—known for long clinging sweaters or small cropped pullovers, large rolled-back cuffs and long shawls
Jean-Paul Gaultier—made collections based on street wear, focusing on popular culture
People who influenced history
Louis XIV, the Sun King—had the longest reign as king

Napoleon Bonaparte—Napoleon I is a household name, associated with the French Revolution and his ambitions to conquer Europe

Marie Antoinette—born an Austrian princess, left Vienna for Paris at the age of 15 to marry Louise-Auguste, the future Louise XVI

Jeanne d’Arc—a folk heroine and Roman Catholic saint

Musicians, singers
Edith Piaf—a French singer gifted with an extraordinary voice

Georges Brassens—singer-song writer and poet
MC Solaar—French rap artist

Carla Bruni—also former first lady 

Alizée—famous  for ‘Moi…Lolita’, which reached number one in various countries

Vanessa Paradis—singer, actress and model
Painters
Edgar Degas—famous for paintings and sculptures of dancers

Pierre-Auguste Renoir—leading painter in the development of the Impressionist style
Calude Monet—a founder of Impressionism, and a master of landscape painting 

Berthe Morisot—a female Impressionist

Henri Toulouse-Lautrec—Post-Impressionist painter

Paul Cézane—Post-Impressionist painter

Henri Matisse—created abstract and innovative paintings

Policticians
José Bové—activist who is for an alternative kind of globalization
Charles de Gaulle—military leader and French statesman

Nicholas Sarkozy—recent former president

François Holland—current president

Christine Lagarde—Managing Director of International Monetary Fund (IMF)

Marine LePen—extreme right politician, daughter of Jean-Marie Le Pen
Scientists
Louis Pasteur—chemist and microbiologist

Marie Curie—a Polish physicist and chemist who worked mainly in France

Athletes
Thierry Henry—legendary soccer player for the national team and for Arsenal in England, at 35 he is now playing in a more low-profile team here in the US

Zinedine Zidane—legendary soccer player for the national team and for Real Madrid, at 40 he is now coaching 

Karim Benzema—soccer player for Real Madrid in Spain

Franck Ribery—soccer player for Bayern Munich in Germany

Olivier Giroud—soccer player for Arsenal in England

Yohan Cabaye—soccer player for Newcastle in England

Surya Bonaly—figure skater

Tony Parker—basketball player for San Antonio Spurs

Christian d'Oriola—fencer who is a world and Olympic champion

Other

Louis Braille—contributed greatly to generations of blind people, as he was the one who invented their alphabet for reading and writing

Louis Blériot—French engineer and aviator who became famous for making the first airplane flight across the English Channel

Alexandre Gustave Eiffel—a French engineer and architect, and the most famous tower in Paris bears his name

Jean Nouvel—modern architect with projects around the world

Sempe—illustrator of the book Le petit Nicolas and many New Yorker covers and cartoons
August Escoffier—chef, restaurateur and culinary writer who popularized and updated traditional French cooking methods
Jacques Pepin—internationally recognized French chef, television personality, and author working in the United States

